
 
Outline Planning Application 2019/1244 
Land South of Darton Lane 
Response from Barnsley Biodiversity Trust 

 
I am writing on behalf of the Barnsley Biodiversity Trust to express concern about aspects of the Outline 
Planning Application proposals for the Land South of Darton Lane. 
 
The Local Plan policy for this site states that ‘the development will be expected to retain species rich 
grassland meadows at the west of the site’ as well as ‘A buffer strip of vegetation should also be retained 
adjacent to the disused railway line at the south’.  
 
The ecological appraisal report submitted in the application identifies ‘approximately 1.9 ha of grassland of 
higher botanical interest’. The proposals retain only 0.43ha grassland identified as of ecological value.  
 
A further transfer or translocation of 0.34ha grassland of ecological value is proposed from one area of the 
site to another. The Local Plan policy requires the species rich grassland meadows at the west of the site to 
be retained - this is not digging some of it up, putting it somewhere else on the site, and hoping that it 
takes. In addition the species-rich grassland (retained or relocated) will no longer be at the west of the site 
identified in the Local Plan policy but split over the west, a central area and the far east of the site.  
 
The proposals do not give an adequate – or indeed any – explanation of why this proposal of translocation 
is made rather than retaining the grassland in the position that the Local Plan policy protects.  
 
If proposals were to make the case for the relocations being necessary for the development to be viable 
and other options not being practical, then the proposals should also set out the methodology to be 
adopted and assess the likelihood of success.  
 
However, even if translocation is deemed acceptable, the total retained or translocated amounts to 0.77ha 
not the 1.9ha identified in the ecological appraisal.  
 
We would normally look to a development of this status enhancing the biodiversity of the area. A more 
welcome feature of the proposal is therefore the recognition that ‘there is significant scope for 
enhancement and restoration of the retained grassland with recommendations for: 
• Establishing an appropriate cutting/mowing regime for the three grassland areas; 
• Establishing a regular monitoring routine and identify key indicator species for measuring both success 

and potential threats to the habitat; and 
• Managing access onto these areas by creating footpaths to the wider area away from these areas. 

In addition, it is recommended that measures to restore and enhance existing habitats, to ensure successful 
establishment of new habitats, and to maintain the value of all ecological features in the long-term are 
detailed within an Ecological Management Plan (EMP) secured by planning condition. 

A ‘green thread’ running through the site created through appropriate landscaping, retention and planting 
would complement the buffer strip of vegetation adjacent to the disused railway line at the south. The role 
of the attenuation basins and ponds could be a significant aspect of these enhancements.  
 
However our position remains that not enough has been done in the proposals to fulfil the requirements of 
the Local Plan Policy for this site and to protect the species rich grassland meadows at the west of the site. 
 
Peter Roberts 
On behalf of the trustees of Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  
 
Barnsley Biodiversity Trust is made up of individual members and representatives 
of organisations with an interest in biodiversity in Barnsley. It is a forum for 
different groups and individuals to discuss local biodiversity issues, and to work 
together to raise public awareness of biodiversity and promote the conservation 
of local wildlife and habitats. 
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