
 

Planning Application Reference: 2019/1013 

National Grid's Visual Impact Provision project, Dunford Bridge.  
 

Further response from Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  
 

Thank you for providing more information from National Grid including their response to our earlier 

comments on their application. Barnsley Biodiversity Trust still wishes to object to the development. 

 

As we noted in our previous response there is a strong presumption against development on Local Wildlife 

Sites (LWS) in the Local Plan policy on biodiversity.  

 

We also note that ‘When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should apply the 

following principles: a) if significant harm to biodiversity resulting from a development cannot be avoided 

(through locating on an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last 

resort, compensated for, then planning permission should be refused. NPPF para 175. 

 

Although recognising that the applicant’s proposals attempt to reduce, mitigate and indeed compensate for 

the damage to biodiversity, the issues set out in our initial response relate to whether the proposals 

explore every option to avoid the damage to biodiversity; whether the mitigation proposed is adequate in 

reducing the damage to the fullest extent possible; and whether the compensation offered is sufficient and 

truely a last resort. We do not believe that these conditions have been met.  

 

As well as these conditions, it also needs to be demonstrated that there is evidence of an overriding public 

benefit that outweighs the adverse impacts on the Local Wildlife Site and the River Don/Trans Pennine Trail 

habitat corridor. This is a value judgement but in our view there is not an over-riding public benefit.  

 

Although comments made in our previous submission should be referred to, in addition we note 

• The presence of limestone as well as well as acid and neutral grassland habitats in a mosaic is not 

given sufficient emphasis in the proposals.  

• The feasibility and likely success of the mitigation methods is likely to be a challenge in view of the 

special soil characteristics of the site. 

 

Following our previous comments on the application we are pleased to see that 

• Expert advice has been sought on the approach to the conservation of Willow Tit, known for being 

a relatively sedentary bird species staying fairly near to its breeding area throughout the year.  

• Firmer proposals have been made for compensation and achievement of a ‘biodiversity net gain’.  

These need to be translated into conditions of any consent.  

 

We note however that Barnsley Council has not as yet adopted a metric for net gain calculations - we have 

requested to be consulted on any proposals to adopt such a metric. There are always issues with offsite 

metrics (off-setting) of this kind in that they distract developers away from avoiding or reducing damage in 

the first place. The complex nature of the grassland mosaic at Wogden Foot is not represented well in the 

metric and further considerations should apply.  

 

The proposals are not able to and will not deliver a like-for-like replacement of lost habitats in Wogden 

Foot LWS and there is to be likely disturbance and significant adverse impacts upon biodiversity.  

 

For the above reasons and those set out in our earlier response, we cannot give the proposals our support.  

 

Peter Roberts, on behalf of the trustees of Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  

 

Barnsley Biodiversity Trust is made up of individual members and representatives 

of organisations with an interest in biodiversity in Barnsley. It is a forum for 

different groups and individuals to discuss local biodiversity issues, and to work 

together to raise public awareness of biodiversity and promote the conservation 

of local wildlife and habitats. 
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