
 

Planning Application Reference: 2019/1013 

National Grid's Visual Impact Provision project, Dunford Bridge.  
 

Further response from Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  
 

We have been informed of changes to the proposals for biodiversity within the National Grid VIP development. 

In view of our objection to the development [see previous responses], we make the following comments.  

 

In our view the evidence has not been provided for an overriding public benefit that outweighs the adverse 

impacts and damage to biodiversity on the Local Wildlife Site and the River Don/Trans Pennine Trail corridor.  

 

The damage and loss includes  

• The loss of at least two Willow Tit territories: a priority bird species easily lost to a site through 

disturbance and a loss of appropriate habitat even if temporary.  

• The loss of connectivity of scrub and trees along the line of the TPT with its direct benefits for wildlife.  

• Changes to the habitats and disturbance on Wogden Foot, a designated Local Wildlife Site.  

 

We do not believe: 

• that the proposals fully explore every option to avoid the loss of and damage to biodiversity, in 

particular changing the scheme to avoid the impact on Wogden Foot LWS. 

• that the mitigation will reduce the damage in practice to the extent needed due to the special soil 

characteristics of the site, the impact of the disruption, and the time, often measured in years, it takes 

to reestablish appropriate habitat. 

• that the compensation offered is sufficient, relevant, and truly a last resort.  

 

It appears that the previous compensation measures further up the river Don corridor around Winscar 

Reservoir have been withdrawn since they have not been considered in the revised Biodiversity Net Gain 

(BNG) assessment. The more recent proposed compensation measures at the Banks Renewables site included 

in the BNG assessment, although worthwhile in their own right, are related to different types of habitat to 

those damaged, are distant from the River Don corridor, and lack connectivity with it.  

 

Are the third party site owners fully committed to these proposals? Will the conditions set in any planning 

application approval ensure that compensation measures take place?  The question also needs to be asked as 

whether the enhancements could take place anyway without this scheme.  

 

As previously stated, technical calculations of ‘net gain’ of this kind distract developers away from avoiding or 

reducing damage in the first place. The compensation proposals are not able to and will not deliver a like-for-

like replacement of lost habitats in Wogden Foot LWS and the TPT/River Don corridor.  

 

The remedial tree planting for the significant large-scale loss of existing trees includes some in the river Don 

corridor close to the development site but also at sites near and beyond Hartcliffe Hill. Although not included 

in the BNG assessment these are at least four kilometres away from the development, and are only included 

on an indicative basis. Replacement of trees should be required as a matter of course on suitable sites.  

 

We note and welcome the inclusion of two additional areas for habitat enhancements for the conservation of 

Willow Tit. However the damage and disruption to existing territories remains a considerable concern.  

 

Assessments of all the sites proposed for mitigation and compensation need to be robust in evaluating their 

existing biodiversity ecological value which may determine whether they may be changed.  

 

For the above reasons, and those set out in our earlier responses, we cannot give the proposals our support.  

 

Peter Roberts, on behalf of the trustees of Barnsley Biodiversity Trust 
 

Barnsley Biodiversity Trust is made up of individual members and representatives of 

organisations with an interest in biodiversity in Barnsley. It is a forum for different groups 

and individuals to discuss local biodiversity issues, and to work together to raise public 

awareness of biodiversity and promote the conservation of local wildlife and habitats. 
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