
 

Planning Application Reference: 2019/1160 
Sheephouse Wood S36 4GS 
Response from Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  

Erection of a fabrication workshop. The formation of a new parking area to accommodate 
71 spaces for horsebox and chassis and 32 additional spaces for staff parking, including 
land re-profiling and retaining walls 

 

 

I am writing on behalf of Barnsley Biodiversity Trust to express our concern at the clearance of Ancient 
Woodland prior to the current planning application (2019/1160) for a site within Sheephouse Wood.  
 
The ecology survey reports that ‘the majority of the site appears to have been recently cleared, with some 
areas still bare ground’. This clearance of an Ancient Woodland site without permission and a licence from 
the Forestry Commission is against the law.  
 
As pointed out in the ecology report, although the trees have been cleared, the woodland soils remain, 
there is evidence of ancient woodland plant species surviving, and the site would regenerate to woodland 
over time.  
 
However the development as proposed will result in the permanent loss of Ancient Woodland habitat. 
Ancient Woodland is identified as irreplaceable in both the NPPF and in Natural England’s and the Forestry 
Commission’s Standing Advice.  
 
Ancient Woodland sites are a NERC Act Section 41 Habitat of Principal Importance and a Priority Habitat 
within the Barnsley Biodiversity Action Plan (BBAP). 
 
Sheephouse Wood is mentioned in the BBAP as a specific example of Ancient Woodland that has not been 
designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS). However the ecology survey conducted in 2016 for the Local 
Wildlife Sites Panel confirmed that it met the criteria for LWS status.  
 
Paragraph 175 of the NPPF states that ‘Development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable 
habitats (such as ancient woodland and ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly 
exceptional reasons* and a suitable compensation strategy exists.’ 
*The examples given as a wholly exceptional reasons are infrastructure projects (including nationally significant infrastructure 
projects, orders under the Transport and Works Act and hybrid bills), where the public benefit would clearly outweigh the loss or 
deterioration of habitat. 

 

The statement in the application that: “The development presents opportunities for ecological 
enhancements in line with local and national planning policy and biodiversity targets. This should include 
erecting bat and bird boxes” does not stand up. Erecting bat and bird boxes in this case would be a pitiful 
gesture in the light of the previous clearance by the applicant of Ancient Woodland habitat and the removal 
in this proposal of any chance of its restoration.  
 
Barnsley Biodiversity Trust wishes to object to the proposals because they result in the permanent loss of 
Ancient Woodland and we do not believe that the conditions for granting approval have been met. 
 
If the planning authority determines that there are exceptional reasons for granting approval and that ‘the public 

benefit clearly outweighs the loss of habitat’ then there must be a much more clearly defined compensation strategy 
relating to remaining areas of Ancient Woodland. 
 

Peter Roberts 
On behalf of the trustees of Barnsley Biodiversity Trust  
 
Barnsley Biodiversity Trust is made up of individual members and representatives 

of organisations with an interest in biodiversity in Barnsley. It is a forum for 

different groups and individuals to discuss local biodiversity issues, and to work 

together to raise public awareness of biodiversity and promote the conservation 

of local wildlife and habitats. 
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